
CSC Cruiser Briefing 2018 



Race Officer : At The Club 
Å Collect equipment & check contents 

            (R.O. Duty Box, Auto hoot, IDM and Course Board)  

Å Assess likely courses ς remember special requirements  
           (e.g The Ledge Buoy Race should include the Ledge Buoy) 

Å Check numbers signed on 

Å Consider using an Inflatable Mark if needed for good Windward Start etc. 

Å Leave in plenty of time 

BEFORE LEAVING 

Å  Check that the racing marks are in place, as far as it is possible to do so. 
Buoys position and current status are recorded on a notice on the signing 
on board in the lobby. 

Å  Note: the timekeeper  in good visibility and with Binoculars should be 
able to see all the buoys (except the Rig and the Ledge) from the hut. 
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AT SEA  
Choosing the Course 

Å Windward Start 

Å Suitable for the fleet entered. 

Å Long enough for class 1  

Å Short enough for slower class 3 boats 

Å Time limit. The first boat must finish 15 minutes before second high water. 

 (Evening Race time limit 21:00) Bear in mind the winds often drops near sunset.) 

Å The remaining fleet have up to 30 minutes after 2nd HW 

Additional Factors 

Å Contact the timekeeper on CH77 to notify course and confirm start time etc 

Å Try to get the maximum length of race within the time limit. Whilst keeping in 
mind the speed of the Class 3 Boats taking part. 

Å Try to get a good windward leg. 

Å Many Class 1 Racers prefer short legs repeated, ODM-HH, though alternatively a 
large course using the Rig and Ledge will suit others. 

Å There will be at least 2 large inflatable marks to use when required. Useful in some 
winds to get a beat. 

 



Christchurch Bay CSC Sea Marks 



Series Races 
Å Class 1 and 3 start together 

Å Both classes sail the same initial course 

Å Class 1 can then sail an additional leg 

Å Suitable courses are now available in the new Course Sheet  (eg:  78 and  78A ) 

 

Trophy Races 
Å Both Cruiser classes sail same course 

ÅHAWKS 
Å Where there is a separate Hawk race they will usually start first. 
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 CLASS ONE & THREE COURSES 

START 

FINISH  



Positioning the Start Line 
ÅLength of Line 

ÅNot less than 1 ¼ times the total length of all 
yachts racing. 

ÅApprox 10 metres per Yacht 

ÅAngle of Line 

ÅAt Right Angles to the Wind and the first Mark 
or with Port Bias, avoid having starboard bias. 
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POSITIONING THE START LINE 
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Square Line 

ÅOn a square line there is little advantage in starting at a 
particular end, so the decision is where to start along the line? 
Starboard with the majority of the fleet, at the committee 
boat end? In the middle to get clean air taking advantage of 
the mid-line sag, or the risky port end? 
 
A square line means there is limited advantage where you 
start BUT you must be on time! 
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Port Bias 

ÅA Port Bias line always teases the fleet away 
from the committee boat end. If the port end  
(ODM) is closer to the windward mark than 
the committee boat  it makes sense to start 
that end as there is less distance to sail, which 
ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ōƻƴǳǎΗΣ  bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
to be on a port tack to start at the port end. 
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Starboard Bias 

ÅStarboard bias is obviously the opposite to 
port bias and is probably the riskiest bias to 
set as a Race Officer. Setting a starboard bias 
line means the committee boat is closer to the 
windward mark than the ODM  and the fleet 
will try to start at the committee boat 
end,(assuming that he is at the starboard end) 
always a risky strategy by the Race Officer for 
lots of reasons. 
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Laying the IDM 

ÅLay Inner distance mark (I.D.M) 

ÅThe IDM is a guard mark. 

ÅRacers must not pass between the Committee 
Boat and the IDM after the 4 minute signal - 
Penalty ς Instant Disqualification. 

ÅAnchor and drop back into position. 

ÅStart Line is from the Mast to the ODM 
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Courses 
ÅChalk Course Numbers on the Boards and 

display on the guardrails away from the start 
Line. 

Å Announce the Course, Time and Start Time  
on VHF Channel 77,  

Å The Timekeeper Callsign is CSC One 
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Like This! 


